DRINKING WATER SOURCE PROTECTION
County Ordinances within Utah

The Rural Water Association of Utah meets with at least five county commissions per year to explain the county’s role in helping cities and towns protect their drinking water sources.
· Ordinances are an important part source protection because they protect drinking water sources from harmful development that may want to locate within established source protection zones.
· The source protection zones of many public water systems in Utah are outside of city and town boundaries and are within county boundaries.
· Source protection ordinances must be promulgated in advance of potential problems to be effective.

· If a developer’s plans meet current zoning ordinances, it is very difficult and usually illegal for the county to deny their proposal based on source protection issues that have not previously been considered.
· Source protection ordinances need only exclude the very worst pollution sources in the most sensitive zones; other development can exist within source protection zones if it is managed through design standards and public education.

· The following counties in Utah have adopted source protection ordinances:

Box Elder


Tooele
Kane



Wasatch

Millard


Washington

· The following are some of the cities and towns in Utah that have adopted source protection ordinances:

Brigham City

Cedar City

Delta



Tooele

Enoch



Morgan

Loa



Provo

Midvale


Salt Lake City

Millville


Sandy

